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SAVE THE DATE – The Academy 
of Medicine Annual Meeting

Please mark your calendar now and plan to attend 
The Academy of medicine Annual Meeting on 

Thursday, January 12, 2017 at The Premier Banquet 
Complex, formerly Gladieux Meadows, at 4480 Heat-
herdowns Boulevard.  The reception will begin at 6:00 
pm, following by dinner and the program.  At the An-
nual Meeting Dr. Bennett S. Romanoff, 2016 Academy 
President, will install Dr. JoDee E. Ahrens, 2017 Acad-
emy President.  Formal invitations will be mailed with 
the ballots in early December.  Ballot information will 
also be in the Autumn issue of Toledo Medicine.  All 
Academy members are encouraged to invite a non-
member to be your guest at the Annual Meeting.

Smart Rx® Now on The Academy of 
Medicine Web Site: 
www.toledoacademyofmedicine.org

The Ohio State Medical Association is proud to 
present Smart Rx® – Safe Medicine and Respon-

sible Treatment.  Smart Rx® is a statewide campaign 
aimed at addressing Ohio’s prescription drug abuse 
and subsequent opioid addiction troubles which have 
been identified by key stakeholders as the state’s lead-
ing public health epidemic.  The program features an 
online training opportunity for physicians and other 
prescribers and offers one hour of CME credit upon 
completion.  By participating in Smart Rx®, Ohio’s 
health care community is providing thoughtful and 
responsible solutions to this problem by increasing 
patient education directives, applying greater focus 
on writing prescriptions and weighing alternatives to 
prescribing pills to treat pain.  Smart Rx® is supported 
by Ohio physicians, nurses, health systems, elected 
leaders and patient advocacy groups. 

The training features four interactive learning mod-
ules that can be completed in just over an hour.  The 
training is free for OSMA members and just $49.99 
for non-OSMA members.  Get started today at www.
OSMA.org/SmartRx or go to The Academy web site, 
www.toledoacademyofmedicine.org.  

International Expert on Emergency 
Preparedness for Mass Casualty Events 
to Present in Toledo

The Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo is pleased to 
sponsor an evening with Dr. Arie Eisenman, Head 

of Internal Medicine within the Emergency Depart-
ment at the Galilee Medical Center in Nahariya, Israel.  
He also serves as the Co-Chair of Partnership2Gether 
Medical Task Force, a project of the Jewish Agency 
between the Western Galilee region in Israel and the 
United States, which hosts medical students, doctors, 
nurses and other medical professionals from around the 
world.  This event, hosted by The University of Toledo 
College of Medicine and Life Sciences, will take place 
on Thursday, July 14th at 7:00pm in the Collier Building 
in Room 1000a on The University of Toledo Health Sci-
ence Campus.  The program will include a presentation 
by Dr. Eisenman on Emergency Preparedness for Mass 
Casualty Events, followed by questions and answers.

Dr. Eisenman completed his medical studies at Tel Aviv 
University in 1981.  He specialized in internal medicine 
at Carmel Medical Center in Haifa and has served as a 
senior physician of internal medicine at Rambam Medi-
cal Center, also in Haifa.  Dr. Eisenman was trained in 
emergency medicine in Witwatersrand University in 
Johannesburg and Elim Hospital in South Africa.

The Galilee Medical Center (GMC), a government hos-
pital, is the second largest hospital in the north of Israel 
with 69 departments, specialty units and 700 registered 
beds above ground and 450 underground in case of 
need.  The GMC is located on the frontline of the Israeli-
Lebanese border and serves a demographically mixed 
population of Jews, Muslims, Christians, Druze and 
Circassians, such that the Medical Center community is 
an example of Israel's diversity and coexistence.

The Partnership Medical Task Force provides a means 
for Israeli and Diaspora colleagues to connect and share 
their professional experiences and expertise, thereby 
expanding their medical knowledge through programs 
including, but not limited to, MED2GETHER (a Medi-
cal Professional Exchange Program for exchange visits 

of medical staff to broaden profes-
sional perspectives while working 
and socializing with colleagues) 
and the Medical Externship (an op-
portunity for students of medicine 
and allied health sciences to visit 
the GMC and take part in rounds, 
participate in the wards, attend lec-
tures and receive informal instruc-
tion at the GMC).

The Galilee Medical Center, locat-
ed only six miles from the Leba-
nese border, is the closest hospital 
to any border in Israel and has a 
long history of being prepared for 
mass casualty events.  Especially 
now countries and their institu-
tions must have organized and ef-
fective responses to large scale ca-
sualty events.  Dr. Eisenman will 
explain the procedures, including 
the checklists that the Medical Cen-
ter uses, to ensure that incoming 
patients with different types of in-
juries will be processed in the right 
manner as quickly as possible.

GMC was the first hospital in Israel 
to build an Underground Hospital 
enabling it to provide continuous 
safe and secure care to patients in 
the event of conventional and/or 
non-conventional warfare.  The Un-
derground Hospital proved its op-
erational effectiveness in the 2006 
Second Lebanon War during which 
the GMC operated underground for 
33 days after evacuation of the main 
hospital.  It is now the model for 
medical institutions nationwide.

The GMC has provided medical care 
for over 1,000 Syrian casualties over 
the last three plus years, twenty five 
percent of whom were women and 
children under the age of eighteen.  
It has been the case that every night, 
two or three severe multi-trauma 
Syrians would arrive at the GMC 
for lifesaving care.  
 

SAVE THE DATE – 
Academy/Hospital Joint 
Meeting

The 2016 Academy of Medicine/
Hospital Joint Meeting will be 

hosted by ProMedica St. Luke’s 
Hospital and will be held on Tues-
day, October 4 in the hospital audi-
torium.  Mark your calendar now 
and plan to attend the Joint Meet-
ing on October 4.  Invitations will 
be mailed when we get closer to the 
Joint Meeting. 

(continued from page 1)

(continued on page 4)

Healthy Living News

The Academy of Medicine Com-
munity Relations & Commu-

nications Commission continues to 
recruit contributors to “The Acade-
my Corner” in Healthy Living News.  
Articles for the monthly publication 
are approximately 300 words and 
can be sent to Dr. Ron Shapiro at 
rshapiro@willowmd.com.  Medical 
students at The University of To-
ledo College of Medicine and Life 
Sciences have been very helpful in 
writing articles, but the Commis-
sion would love to see more articles 
from Academy members.  Main-
taining the presence of “The Acad-
emy Corner” in Healthy Living News 
favorably keeps The Academy of 
Medicine in the public eye, as well 
as its members. 
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cocktail reception hosted by Hylant Medical Risk Practice & the toledo clinic

The Academy of Medicine OSMA Del-
egation Supporting Reform of U.S. Vet-
erans’ Healthcare

“Care for him who shall have borne the battle and for 
his widow and his orphan” – Lincoln’s second inau-
gural address.

No one could have said it better than the Republican 
Abraham Lincoln.  Troubled deeply by the 2014 news 

of manipulated waiting lists for medical appointments for 
patients in our Veterans Health system and serial reports of 
failure of attempted reform, I was horrified to read the USA 
Today’s headline article this February about veterans calling 
the suicide hotline and getting answered by voice mail.

What to do?  Inspired and counseled by 19 year Navy SEAL 
veteran Jason Redman, wounded 8 times in a single battle 
in Iraq and recipient of 36 reconstructive surgeries, I wrote 
and introduced two resolutions at the Ohio State Medical 
Association House of Delegates Meeting calling for reform-
ing the VA system.

The Resolution Committee did not initially recommend 
adoption of the resolutions, but with unanimous support 
from The Academy of Medicine Delegation to the OSMA, 
we were able to get both resolutions adopted.  The resolu-
tions’ content is provided below:

Policy/Resolution 11 – 2016 
Expansion of U.S. Veterans’ Healthcare Choices

1. The OSMA advocates that the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration expand all eligible health care choices for veterans 
by permitting veterans to use funds currently spent on them 
through the VA system, through a mechanism known as 
premium support, to purchase private health care coverage, 
and for veterans over age 65, to use these funds to defray the 
costs of Medicare premiums and supplemental coverage. 

2. The OSMA House of Delegates directs the OSMA AMA 
Delegation to take this resolution regarding expansion of 
health insurance choices for all veterans served by the Vet-
erans Health Administration to our American Medical As-
sociation House of Delegates 2016 Annual Meeting with the 
further request that our AMA actively support federal legis-
lation to achieve this reform. 

3. The OSMA, by means of the OSMA website, as well as writ-
ten letters to elected federal legislators and the U.S. President, 
actively supports federal legislation to achieve reform of veter-
ans’ health care choices through premium support to purchase 
private health care coverage or defray the costs of Medicare pre-
miums and supplemental coverage. 
 
Policy/Resolution 12– 2016 
Veterans Health Administration Transparency and Accountability 

1. The OSMA advocates that the Veterans Health Administra-
tion be required to report publicly on all aspects of its operation, 
including quality, safety, patient experience, timeliness and cost 
effectiveness. 

2. The OSMA House of Delegates directs the OSMA AMA Del-
egation to take this resolution regarding Veterans Health Ad-
ministration Transparency and Accountability to our American 
Medical Association House of Delegates 2016 Annual meeting 
with further request that our AMA actively support federal leg-
islation to achieve this reform. 

3. The OSMA, by means of the OSMA website, as well as written 
letters to elected federal legislators and the U.S. President, ac-
tively supports federal legislation to achieve this reform of Vet-
erans Health Administration transparency and accountability. 

Ideas of a single physician, with support from The Academy 
of Medicine, were adopted as policy by the Ohio State Medical 
Association and will now be heard nationally at our American 
Medical Association House of Delegates meeting.  Tip O’Neill, 
the Democrat, said it so well.  “All politics is local.”  The Acad-
emy of Medicine cannot solve national health care problems, 
but with supportive membership, it and the OSMA are critical 
vehicles by which local input can effect change nationally.  Any 
Academy member can submit a resolution to be presented at 
the OSMA; the physician does not have to be a member of The 
Academy Delegation to the OSMA to do so.  The delegation 
would be delighted to hear your ideas.

Our AMA already has numerous policies regarding VA health 
care reform and these resolutions may face stiff resistance there, 
but they will be given the courtesy of debate.  That is the least 
those who protect our freedom deserve.  Semper Fi.

— Gregor K. Emmert, Jr., MD, FACS
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